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UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. 


October 1941 Number 3 


Volume XII 


SUMMARY 


Crime Trends, January-September, 1940-41. 


All crimes against the person increased and property crimes except 
auto theft decreased during the first 9 months of 1941 as compared 
with the same period of last year. Murders increased 7.9 percent and 
negligent manslaughters went up 15 percent. Offenses of rape in- 
creased 7.2 percent; and other felonious assaults, 5.5 percent. 

Although auto thefts showed a 6.6 percent increase, robberies, 


burglaries, and larcenies decreased 7.7 percent, 6.1 percent, and 1 
percent, respectively. 
Distribution of Crimes, 1941. 

Generally more crimes per unit of population occur in the larger 
cities; however, the murder and aggravated assault rates are highest 
in cities with population from 50,000 to 100,000. 

Fifty-nine and three-tenths percent of the crimes reported during 
January—September 1941, were larcenies. Twenty-one and three- 
tenths percent of all the crimes were burglaries, more than half of 
which involved stores, warehouses, office buildings, or other nonresi- 
dence structures. Eleven and eight-tenths percent of the reported 
crimes were auto thefts; 3.1 percent were robberies; and the remaining 
4.5 percent were criminal homicides, rapes, and aggravated assaults. 
Persons Arrested, 1941. 

Of the 479,701 fingerprint arrest records received during the first 
9 months of this year, 44,347 represented women. Although this 
15 percent increase is probably due in part to an increased tendency on 
the part of local agencies to forward the fingerprints of arrested women 
to the F BI, the figures show that arrests of women for auto theft, 
driving while intoxicated, and disorderly conduct increased 24.3, 
28.3, and 31.3 percent, respectively. Females charged with em- 
bezzlement and fraud decreased 11.6 percent and those arrested for 
narcotic violations declined 35.4 percent. 
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Age 19 again predominated in the frequency of arrests during 
January—September 1941. Youths under 21, according to the records 
received, commit 32.4 percent of the robberies, 33.2 percent of the 
larcenies, 46.7 percent of the burglaries, and 56.8 percent of the auto 
thefts in the United States. 

Of the 479,701 persons arrested and fingerprinted during the first 
3 quarters of the year 165,086 had previously been convicted of 511,187 
crimes. 

Persons Arrested 1940, Cities Over 25,000 in Population. 

This issue of the bulletin contains a table showing the number of 
persons arrested for murder, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, 
larceny, and auto theft during 1940 in individual cities with population 
of 25,000 or more. 

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES 


The term “offenses known to the police’’ is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification oceur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to the 
police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting or 
court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the following group 
of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be those 
most generally and completely reported to the police: Criminal 


homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (6) 
manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated assault; 
burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft; and auto theft. The 
figures contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 
of the designated classes. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner as 
if the crime had been completed. Attempted murders, however, are 
reported as aggravated assaults. 

‘Offenses known to the police’’ include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities, and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Offenses committed by juveniles are included in the same manner as 
those known to have been committed by adults, regardless of the 
prosecutive action. Complaints which upon investigation are learned 
to be groundless are not included in the tabulations which follow. 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the F BI does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of 
crime and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 

In the last section of this bulletin may be found brief definitions 
of part I and part II offense classifications. 
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EXTENT OF REPORTING AREA 


In the following table there is shown the number of police depart- 
ments from which one or more crime reports were received during the 
first 9 months of 1941. The cities represented are classed according 
to size, and the population figures employed are from the 1940 decen- 
nial census. 


Population repre- 


Total Cities filing re ; : 
, . & returns sented in returns 


number | Total 
of cities population 
or towns 


Population group 


Number | Percent Number Percent 


| 


Total 1,077 , 022 94. 42, 715, 8¢ 61, 782, 663 98. 5 


‘ities over 250,000 ‘ ; 30, 339 | 30, 195, 339 100. 
‘ities 100,000 to 250,000 5k . iS , 792, 650 100. 
‘ities 50,000 to 100,000 5 | E 917 , 264, 719 98. ¢ 
‘ities 25,000 to 50,000 21: 20 ’ , 417, 09% , 258, 022 97. § 
‘ities 10,000 to 25,000 B15 2.8 9, 966, 898 9, 271, 933 93. 


NoTE.—The above table does not include 1,927 cities, villages, and rural townships aggregating a total 
population of 9,731,037. The cities and villages included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 popula- 
tion filing returns, whereas the rural townships are of varying population groups. 


The growth of the uniform crime reporting area is indicated in the 
following tabulation. These figures were compiled for the first 9 
months of 1932-41. 


Number of 
cities 


| Number of 


cities Population 


Population 


1932 } 1, 546 |, 362 2, 358 65, 811, 861 
1933 1, 638 62, 041, 34: 2, 617 67, 262, 788 
1934 1,727 | 62, 391, 056 | 2, 662 67, 735, 765 
1935 2, 050 64, 012, 959 2, 668 67, 911, 590 


1936 2, 271 65, 319, 548 2, 949 71, 513, 700 
| | 


The additional 281 cities shown in the foregoing comparison for the 
first 9 months of 1941 as compared with the corresponding period of 
1940 account in part for the increase of 3,602,110 in the total popu- 
lation. The total population of the cities represented for the years 
prior to 1941 is based on the 1930 decennial census, with the exception 
that the 1933 estimates of the Bureau of the Census were used for 
cities over 10,000 in population while the 1940 decennial census 
figures were used in considering the total number of inhabitants in 
the 2,949 cities set forth above. 

A total of 4,815 law-enforcement agencies contributed one or more 
crime reports during the first 9 months of 1941. This includes 2,949 
city and village law-enforcement agencies, 1,844 sheriffs, 9 State 
police units, and 13 agencies in Territories and possessions of the 
United States. 





MONTHLY REPORTS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 


As a general rule, the highest crime rates are found in the larger 
cities. The murder and aggravated assault rates, however, for 
cities with population from 50,000 to 100,000 were higher than the 
corresponding rates for the cities over 100,000, and similar exceptions 
are noted for offenses of manslaughter by negligence and rape. 

Table 59 shows the number of offenses and the rate per 100,000 as 


reported by 2,109 cities representing a combined population of 64,267,- 
531. The data are presented for six groups of cities divided according 
to size. This table can be of use in comparing local crime rates with 
national averages. 

More than half (59.3 percent) of the offenses shown in table 59 
were larcenies. Burglaries constitute 21.3 percent of the total; auto 
thefts, 11.8 percent; and robberies, 3.1 percent. The remaining 
4.5 percent were criminal homicides, rapes, and other felonious 


assaults. 
(132) 
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TABLE 59.—Offenses known to the police, January to Septembet, inclusive, 1941; 
number and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, by population groups 


[Population figures from 1940 decennial census] 


Criminal 


homicide Bur- 


\~ - Aone : 
| Murder, 5 vates aon a Auto 
| nonnes- Man- | Rape is- ing or | ceny- theft 
| ligent 
man- 
slangh- 
ter 


Population group 
slaugh- sault enter- theft 
ter by | ing 

negli- 

gence | 


GROUP I 


36 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 29,894, 166: 
Number of offenses known ‘ f ) |2153, 310 46, 405 
Rate per 100,000. __- | | , A 155. 2 


| 
| 


GROUP Il 


55 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total 
population, 7,792,650: 
Number of offenses known 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP Ill 


| 

| 

9 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total | 

population, 6,241,303: 
Number of offenses known 336 | 
Rate per 100,000. | 5.38] 

| 


GROUP IV 


173 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total | 
population, 6,044,081: 
Number of offenses known 
Rate per 100,000_. 


GROUP V 


505 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total 
population, 7,676,296: 
Number of offenses known 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP VI 


1,250 cities under 10,000; total popu- 
lation, 6,619,035: 
Number of offenses known 206 132 304 . 10,468 26, 541 4, 752 
Rate per 100,000. _- 3. 11 1.99 5. 95 . 158. 1 401.0 71.8 
Total 2,109 cities; total population, 
6A, 267,531: 
Number of offenses known 2,709 ' 1,793 | 4,610 23,709 2134,457 °374,157 | 87,119 
Rate per 100,000 Cs 4. 22 2. 86 7.17 35.3 | 36.9 245.0 681.8 | 135. 6 
| | \ | | 





! The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports as follows: Group I, 
35 cities, total population, 28,389,889; groups I-VI, 2,108 cities, total population, 62,763,254. 

1 The number of offenses and rate for burglary and Jarceny—theft are based on reports as follows: Group I, 
34 cities, total population, 20,507,837; groups I-VI, 2,107 cities, total population, 54,881,202. 
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Annual Trends, Offenses Known to the Police, 1940-41. 


All crimes against the person showed increases during the first 9 
months of this year when compared with the same period of 1940. 
The same was true of auto thefts. 

Most pronounced was the increase in offenses of manslaughter by 
negligence, which mounted 15 percent. The monthly crime reports 
received show for negligent homicide that although each quarter of 
1941 was higher than the corresponding quarter of 1940 there was a 
general downward trend during the first half of both years. This 
trend continued during the third quarter of 1940 but reversed in the 
third quarter of 1941, causing a somewhat unusual increase during 
this 3-month period over July-September of 1940. A similar varia- 
tion occurred in the number of auto thefts reported during the two 
9-month periods. The number of auto thefts reported during Jan- 
uary—September of 1941 was 6.6 percent greater than the number 
reported during the same period of last year. 

Crimes of rape and murder increased 7.2 percent and 7.9 percent, 
respectively, this year. Aggravated assaults showed seasonal in- 
creases during the second and third quarters of both 1940 and 1941; 
however, the seasonal rise was more pronounced this year, resulting 
in a 5.5 percent increase for the first 9 months over 1940. 

With the exception of auto thefts, property crimes decreased as 
follows: Robbery, 7.7 percent; burglary, 6.1 percent; and larceny, | 
percent. 

The figures for the first 9 months of 1940 and 1941 reported by 345 
cities with more than 25,000 inhabitants, representing a combined 
population of 49,010,650 are presented in table 60. The cities are 
divided into four groups according to size. The annual crime trends 
presented in the preceding paragraphs referred to the tabulation 
representing all cities over 25,000 treated as a single group. When 
the cities are divided into four groups according to size, the crime 
figures reflect annual variations in several of the groups which differ 
from those previously described. To illustrate, although the general 
murder trend was up, the figures for cities over 250,000 showed a 
slight decrease. Similarly, offenses of manslaughter by negligence 
and rape showed decreases in cities with population from 25,000 to 
50,000, whereas the trend for all cities over 50,000 was to the con- 
trary. Robberies in cities between 50,000 and 100,000, in contrast 
to the general downward trend, remained substantially the same in 
both 1940 and 1941. Although larcenies decreased in the cities over 
100,000, these offenses showed increases in the cities with population 
less than 100,000. 
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TABLE 60.— Annual trends, offenses known to the police, cities over 25,000 in popula- 
tion, January to September, inclusive, 1940-41 


[Population figures from 1940 decennial census] A 


So EEE GS GE GE GSE GREEN Hemme com 


Criminal 
homicide 100, 


es | Bur- 
| | Agera- | SlarS— beet 
Murder,” an. | Rape | ROb- | Sted | Dre: divi 
ligent slaugh- * | assault | enter- * 
e ter by | | os SIZe 
man- negli- | | ing 
slaugh- | gence A 
ter | 7 


Population group 


ae ee re ner com 
GROUP I | tabl 


‘5 cities over 250,000; total popula- “eo 
tion, 29,222,507 are 
January to March 1940 2 48, 475 fact 
January to March 1941 2 49, 882 | a 
April to June 1940 | 251, 507 sect 
April to June 1941 ? 49, 857 | . 188 Ser 
July to September 1940 ? 53, 926 3, 998 ora 
July to September 1941 251,374) W gray 
January to September 1940 2153,908 | 42, 42 the 
January to September 1941 2151, 113 | 
\ 
GROUP I | geo} 


55 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total I 
population, 7,792,650: | rep 

January to March 1940 | f , 993 | re} 
January to March 1941 : 5 . 17 587 
April to June 1940 7, 987 tab! 
April to June 1941 
July to September 1940 , 
July to September 1941 ’ ; a TAB 
January to September 1940 4 
January to September 1941 


Te eo 








GROUP II 
88 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total pop- 

ulation, 6,129,549: } 
January to March 1940 : e 14, 675 
January to March 1941 4 " 14, 969 
April to June 1940 . 5 15, 656 
April to June 1941 : 5 " 15, 389 
July to September 1940 2 5, 499 15, 624 
July to September 1941 5 7 { : , 068 16, 082 
January to September 1940 3¢ 5, 955 
January to September 1941 | 46,440 


GROUP IV 


167 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total pop- 
ulation, 5,865,944 

January to March 1940 
January to March 1941 
April to June 1940 
April to June 1941 
July to September 1940 
July to September 1941 
January to September 1940 
January to September 1941. . 


88888 





~— 
~ 
~~ 
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GROUPS I-IV 


345 cities; total population, 49,010,- 
650 


January to March 1940 

January to March 1941 

April to June 1940 

April to June 1941 

July to September 1940 

July to September 1941 | 
January to September 1940 \ 
January to September 1941 | 


} 
' 


1410 
' 438 
1355 
1386 


238, 767 | ? 95, 874 
237,406 | 297,478 
2 36, 943 |? 101, 629 
2 33, 674 | 2 99, 357 


' 308 2 b 6, 957 | 2.37, 466 |? 104, 797 
1410 | 1,335 7, 559 | 235, 145 |? 102, 386 


11,073 | 
11,234 | 
| | 


18, 833 |2113, 176 |2302, 300 
19, 871 |2106, 225 [°208, aa 


1 The number of offenses of manslaughter is based on reports as follows: Group I, 33 cities, total popula- 
tion, 20,263,235; groups I-IV, 343 cities, total population, 40,051,378. 
The number of offenses of burglary and larceny—theft is based on reports as follows: Group I, 33 cities, 
total population, 19,836,178; groups I-LV, 343 cities, total population, 39,624,321. 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 


As an aid to persons making studies of crime conditions in individual 
communities the crime rates (number of offenses committed per 
100,000 inhabitants) presented in table 59 as national averages have 
been subdivided to show the information for individual geographic 
divisions. The crime rates for cities grouped not only according to 
size but also by location are presented in table 62. 

A list of some of the factors affecting the extent of crime in a 
community may be found in the comments immediately preceding 
table 63. Differences in the crime rates throughout the country 
are only to be expected, inasmuch as crime is affected by many 
factors which vary greatly in force and extent among the different 
sections of the country. The illustrations on pages 139, 141, and 145 
graphically present for offenses of robbery, burglary, and auto theft 
the variation in the frequency of crime phenomena among the nine 
geographic divisions. 

In table 61 there is listed the number of police departments whose 
reports were used in preparing the rates for each of the subgroups in 
tables 59 and 62. 


TABLE 61.—-Number of cities included in the tabulation of uniform crime reports 
d F ’ 
January to September, inclusive, 1941 


[Population figures based on 1940 decennial census] 
Population 


Group Group | Group | Group Group Group 
I Il I IV V Vi 
Division are Total 
100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 10,000 Less 

to | to to to than 
250,000 | 100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 10,000 


Over 
250,000 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


New England: 167 cities; total population, 
5,440,701 

Middle Atlantic: 495 cities; total population, 
18,684,504 

East North Central: 525 cities; total popula- 
tion, 16,008,272 

West North Central: 254 cities; total popula- 
tion, 5,251,308 

South Atlantic: ' 189 cities; total population, 
5,584,735 

East South Central: 73 cities; total popula- 
tion, 2,200,350 j 

West South Central: 127 cities; total popula- 
tion, 3,622,005 

Mountain: 92 cities; total population, 
1,448,232 

Pacific: 187 cities; total population, 6,027,424 


4) 73 
70 127 


61 92 
113 187 
Total: 2,109 cities; total population, 

64,267,531 1, 250 2, 109 


' Includes report of District of Columbia. 





138 


In order that the information may be readily available, there are 
listed below the States included in the nine geographic divisions. 


Srares Divipep BY GroGcrRaPuic Division 


New England: Middle Atlantic: East North Central: 


Connecticut. 


Maine. 


Massachusetts. 
New Hampshire. 


Rhode Island. 
Vermont. 


West North Central: 


Iowa. 

Kansas. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
North Dakota. 
South Dakota. 


West South Central: 


Arkansas. 
Louisiana. 
Oklahoma. 
Texas. 


New Jersey. 
New York. 
Pennsylvania. 


South Atlantic: 


Delaware. 


District of Columbia. 


Florida. 
Georgia. 
Maryland. 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina. 
Virginia. 

West Virginia. 


Mountain: 


Arizona. 
Colorado. 
Idaho. 
Montana. 
Nevada. 

New Mexico. 
Utah. 
Wvoming. 


Illinois. 
Indiana. 
Michigan. 
Ohio. 
Wisconsin. 


East South Central: 


Alabama. 
Kentucky. 
Mississippi. 
Tennessee. 


Pacific: 


California. 
Oregon. 
Washington. 
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TaBLe 62.—-Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, Janu- 
ary to September, inclusive, 1941, by geographic divisions and population groups 
[Based on 1940 decennial census] 


Murder, | Agera- Burglary 
Geographic division and population | nonnegli- Robbery ‘wared 
group gent man- | 


slaughter | assault 


breaking | Lar- Auto 


| or enter- | CCBY theft 

ing theft 

New England: | | | 
Group I - -17 | 8 | 3. 3 108.2 | 248. 3 
Group II Soka .18 | .5 | ‘4 290.8 555. ¢ 
Group III . a 85 | ua i. 204.6 471. 
Group IV caak . q 1] 189. 4 451. 
Group V : : ‘ 3. 5. 139.4 317. 
Group VI | 3. ye 5.2 | 143.3 277. 


Total, groups I-VI 18 | 9.3 ’ 189. 5 405. 9 

Middle Atlantic: — Za aes Ga oe pera 3 
Group I 2. 9. 6 29.6 | 1 229.3 1 361. ¢ 
Group I 2 3. 3 25.4 174.4 358. 
Group III 2. . 24.6 | 172.4 417. 
Group IV ® . 9.! 159. 6 376. 
Group V 9 ! 5.3 | 142.5 330 
Group VI . . g 6 102. 232. § 





9 
Total, groups I-VI 2. 2% 3. 6 25.1 | 2 165.1. 
East North Central: ny 2 — ——— 
Group I ; 4! $3. 35. 238. 6 
Group II 3. 39.6 36. 260.4 
Group III 2. 28. 4 28. 222. 1 
Group IV ‘ ‘ 21.3 2. 203. 1 
Group V .é , . 182. 7 
Group VI . . 5. ; 151.7 
Total, groups I-VI 3 3. 53.5 | 6. 219.9 3 ; 
West North Central: em oat pea oa es ee 
Group I ai . 26 ; 25. 230. 3 28.7 99. 
Group II ants 3. 18 3. § 9. 8. 7.3 102. 
Group LI 4 3. 3 ’ i. 800. 6 151. 3 
Group IV 6 b : q 33. 132. 
Group V . : ; a. : 3. 596. 95. 
Group VI ; . 06 ; 5. 2 33.! 336. 60. 
Total, groups I-VI 7 
South Atlantic: 3 - . = ' 
Group I ‘ sa ae 56. § 5. 825. 5 | 275.2 
Group II . io 5. 43 9.! 2. 6 6 199.0 
Group III i 5.6 9. 316. , 023. ¢ 160.8 
Group IV 3. 50. ! 327. , 017. ! 173.3 
Group V .76 ; aa 7.6 575. 6 101.0 
Group VI 88 24.6 is 225.2 57.8 | 87.3 








Total, groups I-VI ne . 46 50. a 5 311.9 | 890.2} _—193.0 
East South Central: —————— 7 —= 
Group I .! 
Group II . 5. 3. f 369. 2 822.3 
Group III 5 . 7. 363. 8 729.7 
Group IV 5. 96 33. ° 291.0 840. 6 
Group V 5 - 2. 86 ay E 215.3 608.7 | 
Group VI__. 4 7.9 3] 149.6 262. 2 | 
Total, groups I-VI 5 741. 3 
West South Central 
Group I 
Group II 
Group III 
Group IV 
Group V 
Group VI 


Total, groups I-VI 
Mountain: 

Group I 

Group II 

Group IIT 

Group IV 

Group V 

Group VL. 








coliwstore uw 





Total, groups I-VI 
Pacific 

Group I 

Group IT 
Group III 
Group IV 
Group V 
Group VI 


Neool sO mo 











Total, groups I-VI “ 2. 36 57. 2. 1, 169.0 


! The rates for burglary and larceny are based on reports of 4 cities. 
? The rates for burglary and larceny are based on reports of 493 cities. 
3 Includes the District of Columbia. 
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Offenses in Individual Cities With More Than 100,000 Inhabitants. 

The number of offenses committed during the period of July- 
September 1941, is shown in table 63. The compilation includes the 
reports received from police departments in cities with more than 
100,000 inhabitants. Such data are included here in order that inter- 
ested individuals and organizations may have readily available up-to- 
date information concerning the amount of crime committed in their 
communities. Police administrators and other interested individuals 
will probably find it desirable to compare the crime rates of their cities 
with the average rates shown in tables 59 and 62 of this publication. 
In order to determine whether crime has increased or decreased in 
individual communities reference should be made to tables in prior 
issues of the bulletin showing offenses committed in individual cities. 

Caution must be exercised in comparing crime data for individual 
cities, because differences in the figures may be due to a variety of 
factors. The number of crimes committed in a community is a reflec- 
tion against the entire community and not essentially chargeable to 
the police. The following factors contribute to the extent of crime 
in & community. 


Population of the city and metropolitan area adjacent thereto. 

The composition of the population with reference particularly 
to age, sex, and race. 

The economic status and activities of the population. 

Climate. 

Educational, recreational, and religious facilities. 

The number of police employees per unit of population. 

The standards governing appointments to the police force. 

The policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts. 

The attitude of the public toward law-enforcement problems. 

The degree of efficiency of the local law-enforcement agency. 


In comparing crime rates it is always more important to determine 
whether the figures for a given community show increases or decreases 
in the amount of crime committed than to ascertain whether the 
figures are above or below those of some other community. 


TABLE 


Akron, 

Albany 
Atlanta 
Baltim« 
Birmin: 


Boston, 
Bridge} 
Buffalo 
Cambri 
Camde 


Canton 
Charlot 
Chatta 
Chicag 
Cineini 


Clevelz 
Colum 
Dallas, 
Dayto1 
Denve 


Des M 
Detroi 
Dulutl 
Elizab 
Erie, I 


Fall R 
Flint, 
Fort V 
Fort V 
Gary, 


Grand 
Hartfe 
Honol 
Houst 
Indiar 


Jack se 
Jersey 
Kansa 
Kansa 
Knox’ 


Long 
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TABLE 63.—Number of offenses known to the police, July to September, inclusive, 
1941, cities over 100,000 in population 
uly— 


[Based on 1940 decennial census] 
t he ytehen” ey rer 


Burg- Larceny—theft 
| Murder, *~ 
han nonnegli- _| Aggre- lary- 
: ent iam Robbery vated | breaking 
.ter- = iar assault | orenter-| $50and Under 
siaug ing over $50 


)-to- 

heir Akron, Ohio pe ; ; 37 204 75 509 
Albany, N. Y ad 39 18 115 

uals Atlanta, Ga 144 040 

“4: Baltimore, Md ‘ 200 , 548 

ities Birmingham, Ala . ‘ 80 474 


10On. Boston, Mass esa d 2 155 474 
| : Bridgeport, Conn ‘ 71 436 
i in Buffalo, N. Y : < 69 441 


a Cambridge, Mass ‘ 14 129 
rio! Camden, N. J 5 ; 22 84 


ties. Canton, Ohio 

| | Charlotte, N.C 5 5 318 
nua Chattanooga, Tenn 

4 Chicago, Nl 

y of Cincinnati, Ohio 


flec- Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 

e to Ff pallas, Tex 

is Dayton, Ohio 

ime Denver, Colo 


Des Moines, Iowa 
Detroit, Mich 
‘eto Duluth, Minn 
, Elizabeth, N. J 
arly Erie, Pa 


Fall River, Mass 
Flint, Mich 

Fort Wayne, Ind 
Fort Worth, Tex 
Gary, Ind 


Grand Rapids, Mich 
Hartford, Conn 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Houston, Tex 
Indianapolis, Ind 


Jacksonville, Fla 

Jersey City, N.J 
2ms. Kansas City, Kans 
—_— Kansas City, Mo 
ncy. Knoxville, Tenn 


: Long Beach, Calif 
nine Los Angeles, Calif 
Louisville, Ky 
ases Lowell, Mass. . 
Memphis, Tenn 
the 


Miami, Fla 
Milwaukee, Wis 
Minneapolis, Minn 
Nashville, Tenn 
Newark, N. J 


New Bedford, Mass 
New Haven, Conn 
New Orleans, La 
New York, N. Y.?. 
Norfolk, Va 


Oakland, Calif 
Oklahoma City, Okla 
Omaha, Nebr 
Paterson, N. J 
Peoria, Il 


See footnotes at end of table. 


425174 41 —3 
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TABLE 63.-Number.of offenses known to the police, July to September, inclusive, 
1941, cities over 100,000 in population—Continued 


| | | 
Murder, 
nonnegli- 
gent man- 
slaughter 


Burg- Larceny— theft 
Aggra- lary— 
Robbery vated | breaking 
assault or enter- | $50 and Under 
ing over $50 


Auto 
theft 


Philadelphia, Pa 658 246 44 
Pittsburgh, Pa ; 823 134 731 
Portland, Oreg “ 438 | 181 950 
Providence, R. I 179 | 43 17 
Reading, Pa : 87 13 152 


Richmond, Va oa 244 102 604 
Rochester, N. Y ia Q 85 29 423 
Sacramento, Calif ae 3¢ 134 32 477 


St. Louis, Mo ‘aesd ( 879 @) 714 
St. Paul, Minn é 5 190 42 571 


Salt Lake City, Utah f 164 454 
San Antonio, Tex 258 632 
San Diego, Calif js f 180 824 
San Francisco, Calif ; 555 , 355 
Scranton, Pa : 57 105 


Seattle, Wash . ; 460 
Somerville, Mass hal 2 98 b SS 
South Bend, Ind { 84 3 340 
Spokane, Wash oe 3 104 365 
Springfield, Mass ; | ( 236 


Syracuse, N. Y | | : 301 
Tacoma, Wash es aad : 273 
Tampa, Fla = ; { 283 
Toledo, Ohio ea x 686 


Trenton, N. J S,, 3 258 


Tulsa, Okla ee | ‘ 501 
Utica, N. Y ; | ; 75 
Washington, D.C ; . O45 
Wichita, Kans | 325 
Wilmington, Del on é 334 





Worcester, Mass “ : f ¢ 262 
Yonkers, N. Y : 82 
Youngstown, Ohio 3! 33 364 


! Complete data not received. 


2 Figures include offenses committed by juveniles; this is in accord with the uniform reporting procedure 
followed by other cities. 


’ Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies 
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Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1941, 

All the foregoing data are based on monthly crime reports received 
from law-enforcement agencies policing urban areas (incorporated 
places with 2,500 or more inhabitants). Comprehensive data regard- 
ing rural crimes are not yet available, but the current information on 
hand is shown in table 64, which is based on the reports from 1,102 
sheriffs, 95 police agencies in rural villages, and 8 State police 
organizations. 


TABLE 64.—Offenses known, January to September, inclusive, 1941, as reported by 
1,102 sheriffs, 8 State police organizations, and 95 village officers 


Criminal homicide 
Bur- 


Murder 


nonneg- 
| ligent 
man- 

slaughter 


Man- 
slaugh- 
ter by 
negli- 
gence 


Rape — 


Agegra- 
vated 
as- 

sault 


glary 
break- | Larceny Auto 
ing or theft theft 
enter- 
ing 


Offenses known 1, 030 922 1, 904 2, 581 5, 310 19, 920 35,850 | 7,604 


Offenses Known in Territories and Possessions of the United States. 
The available data concerning crimes committed in the Territories 
and possessions of the United States are presented in table 65. The 


tabulation is based on reports received from the first and third judicial 
divisions of Alaska; Honolulu City and the counties of Honolulu, 
Kauai, and Maui in the Territory of Hawaii; and the Isthmus of 


Panama, C. Z. The tabulation is based on the number of offenses 
known to law enforcement officials of both urban and rural areas, with 
the exception that the data for Honolulu City have been segregated 
from the figures for Honolulu County. 


‘TABLE 65.—Number of offenses known in United States Territories and possessions, 


January to September, inclusive, 1941 
(Population figures from 1940 decennial census] 


Murder Bur- 
nonneg- Agera- glary 
ligent Rob- vated break- 
man- bery as- ing or 
slaugh- sault enter- Over Under 
ter ing $50 $50 


Larceny 
theft 
= Auto 


Jurisdiction reporting theft 


Alaska 
First judicial division (Juneau), popu- 
lation, 25,241; number of offenses 
known | 
rhird judicial division (Valdez), popu- | 
lation, 19,312; number of offenses | 
known 
Hawaii 
Honolulu City, population, 
number of offenses known 
Honolulu County, population, 78,898; 
number of offenses known 
Kauai County, population, 
number of offenses known 
Maui County, population, 
number of offenses known 
Isthmus of Panama: 
Canal Zone, population, 51,827; num- 
ber of offenses known 


179,358; | 


35,818; | 
55,534; 


Data 
Di 
com 
these 
tion ¢ 
type 
were 
dene 
pere 
In 
first 
class 
robb 
som: 
cent 
In 
of re 
foun 
thar 
with 
thef 
acce 
typ 
aut 
shor 
com 
thet 
sup 
194 
19,2 





1941, 
pived 
rated 
rard- 
n on 
1,102 
olice 


ted by 


tories 

The 
dicial 
lulu, 
us of 
enses 
with 
rated 


$870N8, 
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Data From Supplementary Offense Reports. 


During January-September of this year 47,161 burglaries were 
committed in 58 cities over 100,000. The majority (75.7 percent) of 
these offenses were committed during the night; however, the propor- 
tion of burglaries committed after dark varies noticeably according to the 
type of building involved. Only 62 percent of the burglaries of homes 
were perpetrated during the night while 88.2 percent of the nonresi- 
dence burglaries were committed after nightfall. More than half (52.5 
percent) of all burglaries involved some type of nonresidence structure. 

In these 58 larger cities 9,630 robberies were perpetrated during the 
first 9 months of the year. The majority (59.9 percent) of these were 
classified as highway robbery. Eight and one-half percent of the 
robberies involved oil stations and 25.6 percent were committed in 
some other type of commercial establishment. The remaining 6 per- 
cent were residence and miscellaneous robberies. 

In analyzing the 114,240 larcenies, unaccompanied by the elements 
of robbery or burglary, committed in the foregoing 58 cities, it was 
found that only 11 percent of them involved property valued at more 
than $50. Sixty-five and two-tenths percent of the larcenies fell 
within the $5 to $50 group, and the remaining 23.8 percent of the 
thefts each involved property valued at less than $5. Automobile 
accessories stolen constituted 13.5 percent of the larcenies, and other 
types of personal property such as cameras and clothing stolen from 
automobiles made up 18.8 percent of the total. The crime reports 
showed that stolen bicycles constituted 17.3 percent of the thefts 
committed. Thus, property stolen from automobiles and bicycle 
thefts make up nearly half of all the larcenies. An analysis of the 
supplementary offense reports received during the first 9 months of 
1941 from the foregoing 58 cities with a combined population of 
19,277,395 is presented in table 66. 


TABLE 66.— Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to Sep- 
tember, inclusive, 1941; 58 cities over 100,000 in population 


[Total population 19,277,395, based on 1940 decennial census} 
Number gaa Number 
Classification of actual Classification of actual 
: = offenses ge ier ean Ane offenses 
Rape Larceny—Theft (except auto theft) 
Forcible 679 | (grouped according to value of article 
Statutory 554 stolen): 
Total | ‘ 12, 583 
Robbery 1} , 74, 471 
Highway 5, 772 |! | __27, 186 
Commercial house - - - - 2, ; = 114, 240 
Oil station. - - 7 ts : : 
Chain store. _- | oe (grouped as to type of 
— = | Pocket-picking 1, 483 
. eae P | Purse-snatching 3, 450 
Miscellaneous — Shoplifting 3, 527 
Total__.... 9, 630 Thefts from autos (exclusive of auto 
Burglary—Breaking or entering: = —== | accessories) 21, 517 
Residence (dwelling): _ Auto accessories 15, 450 
Committed during night 13, 891 qi 19,756 
Committed during day 8, 528 | All other_. 49, 057 
Nonresidence (store, office, etc.): 714. 240 
Committed during night 21, 830 ress 
Committed during day 2, 912 ! 
Total 47, 161 
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There were 26,122 automobiles stolen during the first 3 quarters of 
this year in the 58 cities referred to in table 66 and during this same 
period the police departments in these cities recovered 24,726 auto- 
mobiles or 94.7 percent of those stolen as indicated in table 67. 


TABLE 67. ecoveries of stolen automobiles, uary to September, inclusive, 1941: 
] ¢ R yf stol t biles, January to Septemb l 1941; 
58 cities over 100,000 in population 
[Total population, 19,277,395, based on 1940 decennial census} 


Number of automobiles stolen_ ; 26, 122 
Number of automobiles recovered 24, 726 
Percentage recovered. _- eae xX : 94.7 


Excluding automobiles, 20.8 percent of the $7 206,965.43 represented 
in property stolen during the first 9 months of the year was recovered 
by police according to the supplementary offense reports received from 
the 58 cities represented in table 68. Including automobiles, property 
stolen in these cities was valued at $19,203,305.14, of which 68 percent 
was recovered. 


TABLE 68.— Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divisions as 
to type of property involved, January to September, inclusive, 1941; 58 cities over 
100,000 in population 


(Total population, 19,277,395, based on 1940 decennial census] 


Value of prop- | Value of prop- | Percent 


Type of property erty stolen | erty recovered | recovered 


Currency, notes, etc .---| $2, 093, 358. 69 $205, 781. 87 9.8 
Jewelry and precious metals 5 . 803, 176. 19 | 348, 022. 37 | 19.3 
Furs bi shmis amcbacamecel 246, 695. 41 29, 158. 98 | 11.8 
Clothing £ = 774, 972. 46 167, 986.45 | 21.7 
Locally stolen automobiles ; , 996, 339. 71 11, 564, 035. 34 96.4 
Miscellaneous ‘ , 288, 762. 68 748, 987. 72 32.7 


Total , 203, 305. 14 13, 063, 972. 73 68.0 
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PERSONS CHARGED, 1940 


Persons Charged (Held for Prosecution), 1940, in Individual Cities With 
More Than 25,000 Inhabitants. 

The number of persons arrested in a community and charged with 
crimes should not be used as an index to the number of offenses com- 
mitted, since one person may be arrested for the commission of several 
crimes, and on the other hand several persons may be arrested for the 
commission of one offense. Likewise many offenses for which no 
arrests are made are reported to the authorities. The charge placed 
against an arrested person does not always indicate the type of offense 
committed since various circumstances sometimes cause local author- 
ities to formally charge an offender with a crime less serious than the 
one for which he was arrested. 


The number of offenses of murder, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft committed during 1940 in individual 
cities with population in excess of 25,000 is presented in volume X1, 
No. 4, table 83 of this publication. As a result of the police investiga- 
tion of these reported offenses many persons are arrested and held 


for prosecution, and such arrest data are presented in table 69 of this 
issue. 

The data concerning persons arrested shown in table 69. are based 
on annual crime reports received for 1940 from the police departments 
in the cities listed. Urban communities over 25,000 in population 
which are not listed in table 69 either failed to forward an annual arrest 
report to the F B I, or indicated the report forwarded was incomplete. 
Persons interested in the figures for an individual city will probably 
desire also to examine the data presented on pages 25-61 of volume 
XII, No. 1 of this bulletin which includes national and regional aver- 
ages for 1940, with subdivisions by size of city. 


(149) 
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TABLE 69.—- Number of persons charged (held for prosecution), January to December, 
inclusive, 1940, cities over 25,000 in population 


[Based on 1940 decennial census} 


j 
Murder, 
non- Aggra- Burglary Lar- 
negligent Robbery vated breaking ceny 
man- assault or entering heft 
slaughter a 


| 
| 


Colors 
Colun 
Colun 
Colun 
Conco 


Akron, Ohio 

Alameda, Calif 
Albany, N. Y 
Albuquerque, N. Mex.! 
Alexandria, La 


os « 
Gre GO 


Coun 
Covin 
Crans 
Cumt 
Dallas 


S ~ar 


Alexandria, Va 
Aliquippa, Pa 
Allentown, Pa_- 
Altoona, Pa 
Amarillo, Tex.? 


a 
ere AOnmwn 


Danv 
Amsterdam, N. Y.? Dave 
Ann Arbor, Mich 4 Dayte 
Appleton, Wis.! c ; Dearh 
Arlington, Mass | ‘ Decat 
Atlanta, Ga 


% 


Denvi 
Atlantic city, N. J { Des \ 
Auburn, N. Y.!? Pes , 4 Detro 
Augusta, Ga.! Dubu 
Austin, Tex Dulut 
Bakersfield, Calif 


x 
< 


ox 
ob 


Durh: 
Baltimore, Md | East ¢ 
Bangor, Maine | | r East | 
Battle Creek, Mich East § 
Bay City, Mich.? Eau 
Beaumont, Tex.? 
Elgin, 
Belleville, Il ‘ ; Y 5 Elizal 
Belleville, N. J 4 Elkha 
Bellingham, Wash Elmir 
Belmont, Mass El Pa 
Beloit, Wis 
Elyri: 
Erie, 
Evan 
Evere 
Fall | 


Belvedere Twp., Calif 
Berkeley, Calif 
Berwyn, lll 

Beverly, Mass 
Beverly Hills, Calif 





Fargo 
Fitch 
Flint, 
Fond 
Fort | 


Binghamton, N. Y 
Bloomington, Ill.’ 
Boise, Idaho 
Boston, Mass 
Bridgeport, Conn 


ee i 
Deo w ona a = 


Fort 
Brockton, Mass ‘ Fresn 
Brookline, Mass ‘ ) ‘ Gads 
Buffalo, N. Y q Garfi 
Burlington, Vt | 2 Gary, 
Cambridge, Mass 





Glen 

Camden, N. J : 3: Gran 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa § i Greet 
Central Falls, R. I ‘ | : 5 Greet 
Charleston, 8. C : | ‘ Greet 
Charleston, W. Va.? | ; 

tack 
Chelsea, Mass : j } ; 4 Hage 
Chester, Pa : 8 Ham 
Chicago, Tl. 4 2 . g Ham 
Chicopee, Mass.? : ( Ham 
Cicero, Il.2 : 

Harri 
Cincinnati, Ohio : 266 1 Hart! 
Cleveland, Ohio f f , Haze 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio : High 
Clifton, N. J : 3 High 
( ‘ 


‘Minton, Iowa 8 
ae 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 69.— Number of persons charged (held for prosecution), January to December, 
inclusive, 1940, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


] 
Murder, 
non- 
negligent 
man- 
slaughter 


| Robbery 


Aggra- 
vated 
assault 


| 

| Burglary— 
breaking | 

or entering | 


Lar- 
ceny— 





Colorado Springs, Colo 
Columbia, 8. C__- 
Columbus, Ga.! ?_. 
Columbus, Ohio ? 
Concord, N. H_---- 


Council Bluffs, Iowa ?_..........--- 


Covington, Ky 
Cranston, R. 
Cumberland, Md 
Dallas, Tex 


Danville, Mil 
Davenport, Iowa 
Dayton, Ohio ; 
Dearborn, Mich -- 
Decatur, [11.3 


Denver, Colo. 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Detroit, Mich. 
Dubuque, Iowa 
Duluth, Minn 


Durham, N. C.!? 

East Cleveland, Ohio 
East Providence, R. I_- 
Fast St. Louis, Ills 
Eau Claire, Wis- - 


Elgin, Ill a 

Elizabeth, N. J 

Elkhart, Ind 

DC Ti Th jccudadedguaimenas 
El Paso, Tex__-. 


Elyria, Ohio ? 
Erie, Pa 
Evansville, Ind 
Everett, Wash.? 
Fall River, Mass 


Fargo, N. Dak 
Fitchburg, Mass 
Flint, Mich 

Fond du Lac, Wis 
Fort Smith, Ark 


meet Weettms TOBA... . 2c. ccnccnsse 
Fresno, Calif 

Gadsden, Ala____- 

Garfield, N. J.2__- 

Gary, Ind 


Glendale, Calif 
Grand Rapids, Mich 
Green Bay, Wis 
Greensboro, N. C.? 
Greenville, 8. C.2__. 


Hackensack, N. J.9............-- 
Hagerstown, Md 

Hamilton, Ohio 

Hammond, Ind 

Hamtramck, Mich 


Harrisburg, Pa.? 
Hartford, Conn 
Hazelton, Pa 
Highland Park, Mich 
High Point, N. C 


See footnotes at end of table, 
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TaBLeE 69.— Number of persons charged (held for prosecution), January to December, | TABLE 
inclusive, 1940, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


Murder, 

non- Agera- Burglary Lar- ‘ 
negligent | Robbery vated breaking ceny— thon 
man- assault or entering theft eft 
slaughter 


| 
| 
1 
cones ome. 
| 


Houston, Tex 206 26 562 1, 545 
Hutchinson, Kans ; § | 8 1 
Indianapolis, Ind q 548 1, 261 
Irvington, N. J : 2 19 | 8&9 
Jackson, Mich | g 38 105 


Newbur 
New Ha 
New Lo 
New Or 
New por 
Jackson, Miss Aicid 35 | - 215 
Jacksonville, Fla ~ q { 256 679 Newton 
Jersey City, N. J.2 q 55 | 55 Niagara 
Joliet, M.8 = f 22 | 50 Norfolk. 
Kansas City, Mo : 26 { 324 1, 107 Norrist« 


New Reo 


Kenosha, Wis ‘ Rees paced : ‘i 9 | 120 
Kingston, N. Y - 3 3 
Knoxville, Tenn.? 8 : 146 
Kokomo, Ind é 46 
La Crosse, Wis wal d q 33 


North I 
29 Norwoo 
299 Oaklan¢ 
95 2 Oak Pa 
124 Ogden, 
La Fayette, Ind 20 
Lakewood, Ohio ; | 6 
Lancaster, Pa.’ wuiiel 42 
Lansing, Mich_ s 
Laredo, Tex-.--- | 43 | 


63 Oklaho 
19 Omaha. 
46 Orland 
50 Oshkos 
6 § Owens! 
Lawrence, Mass : | 4 31 58 
Lebanon, Pa . | g 4 39 26 
Lewiston, Maine 3 ; 2 | 29 58 Pasade 
Lincoln, Nebr.’ | 15 69 


Paterso 
Little Rock, Ark.) constant f 56 160 343 Peoria, 


Paduca 
Parker: 


Long Beach, Calif.’ a 2) : : 86 
Lorain, Ohio ! : 4 : 5 19 
Louisville, Ky.! bacon 4 32! ¢ 1,114 
Lowell, Mass cine ‘ 47 | 
Lower Merion Township, Pa , F 34 


Peterst 
Philad 
Pittsfie 
Plainfis 
Pontia 





Lubbock, ‘Tex-- 
Lynchburg, Va.? 
Lynn, Mass 
Madison, Wis.’ 
Manchester, N. H 


37 | ve Port A 
20 | ‘ Portlat 
76 | Portlat 
23 Portsn 
32 5 Pough 
Mansfield, Ohio_- 
Marion, Ind.? 

Marion, Ohio ! 

Mason City, Iowa 
Maywood, Ill____- 


Provid 
12 ‘ Puebl 
29 g 4 Quine: 
15 Racine 
il | ‘ Revert 


' 
' 


noe © onworet 


Medford, Mass 
Melrose, Mass 
Memphis, Tenn 
Meriden, Conn 
Michigan City, Ind.! 


Richi 
Rivers 
Roche 
Roche 
Rockf 


oo 





ew 


Middletown, Conn : ee q 8 : Rome 
Middletown, Ohio 2 f ) Royal 
Milwaukee, Wis.’ Sea chiedcttmaniaie s 5 | Sacrat 
Minneapolis, Minn 4 


Sagin: 
Mishawaka, Ind St. Jo: 





Moline, ll St. Le 
Monroe, La ; | St. Ps 
Montclair, N. J.? SES : 24 | § St. Pe 
Montgomery, Ala.? 


I — E | Q Salem 
Mount Vernon, N. Y f | Salem 








Si Mh intinsenenndhnneneass | 5 f San A 
Nashua, N. H | 3 : : San 4 
New Albany, Ind-_-..-_- 3 | | San I 
Newark, N. J ; | ‘ San | 
New Bedford, Mass... - ' San | 





See footnotes at end of table. Se 
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TABLE 69.— Number of persons charged (held for prosecution), January to December, 
inclusive, 1940, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


| 
Murder, | 
Aut - non- Agera- | Burglary Lar- 
theft City negligent Robbery vated breaking | ceny —_ 
man- assault orentering| theft , 
slaughter 


Newburgh, N. Y 
New Haven, Conn.? 
New London, Conn 
New Orleans, La.’ 
Newport, Ky 


New Rochelle, N. Y 
Newton, Mass 
Niagara Falls, N. Y.? 
Norfolk, Va.2 
Norristown, Pa 


North Bergen, N.J 
Norwood, Ohio ! 3 
Oakland, Calif 

Oak Park, Ul_- 
Ogden, Utah 


Oklahoma City, Okla 
Omaha, Nebr 
Orlando, Fla_-. 
Oshkosh, Wis 
Owensboro, Ky 


Paducah, Ky 
Parkersburg, W. Va.? 
Pasadena, Calif 
Paterson, N. J 

Peoria, Ill 








Petersburg, Va.! ? 
Philadelphia, Pa 
Pittsfield, Mass 
Plainfield, N. J. 
Pontiac, Mich 


Port Arthur, Tex 
Portland, Maine 
Portland, Oreg.3 
Portsmouth, Va 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.? 





Providence, R. 1.2 
Pueblo, Colo 
Quincy, Il 
Racine, Wis.?- 
Revere, Mass 


Richmond, Va 
Riverside, Calif. 
Rochester, Minn.! 
Rochester, N. Y 
Rockford, Ill 


Rome, N. Y 

Royal Oak, Mich.? 
Sacramento, Calif 
Saginaw, Mich.? 
St. Joseph, Mo.? 





St. Louis, Mo 

St. Paul, Minn 

St. Petersburg, Fla 
Salem, Mass.? 
Salem, Oreg 





San Angelo, Tex 

San Antonio, Tex.? 
San Bernardino, Calif 
San Diego, Calif 

San Francisco, Calif 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 69.— Number of persons charged \ (held for prosecution), January to December, 
inclusive, 1940, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


| Murder, | Source 
| non- | Aggra- Burglary— es ei 

| negligent | Robbery vated breaking | y ’ I h 
| man- assault | or entering = 
| slaughter | the fi 


perio 
San Jose, Calif_ raiwaink 4} 


Santa Ana, Calif.! By ty ; | bs | 3 | ‘ 6 terest 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 3 | 3 | 
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1 Figures represent the number of charges placed against persons arrested. 
2 Juveniles not included. 

3 Complete data for juveniles not included. 

* Includes persons charged with embezzlement and fraud. 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


Source of Data. 

There were 479,701 fingerprint cards received by the F BI during 
the first 9 months of 1941 as against 459,167 received during the same 
period of 1940. Through an examination of these arrest records in- 
teresting information is obtained concerning the age, sex, race, and 
previous criminal history of persons arrested for violations of State 
laws and municipal ordinances throughout the country. Fingerprint 
cards representing arrests for violations of Federal laws or commit- 
ments to any type of penal institution have been excluded from the 
compilations which follow. 

The 4.5 percent increase in the number of fingerprint cards exam- 
ined during the first 9 months of 1941 over the corresponding period 
of last year does not necessarily signify an increase in the number of 
persons arrested. The periodic growth in the number of fingerprint 
records received is doubtless due in part to an increased tendency of 
local agencies to utilize the national clearing house of fingerprints 
operated by the Identification Division of the F BI. Inasmuch as 
there are individuals arrested for whom no fingerprint cards are for- 
warded to Washington the data presented obviously do not include 
all persons arrested. Moreover, tabulations pertaining to the num- 
ber of persons arrested shouid not be confused with information con- 
cerning the number of offenses committed. Two or more persons 
may be arrested and charged with the joint commission of a single 
offense, while on the contrary, one arrested person may be responsible 
for several separate crimes. 

Offense Charged. 

It is of significance to observe that 37 percent (177,402) of the 
fingerprint records examined during the first three quarters of 1941 
reflect arrests for major crimes, as follows: 


Criminal homicide - a : ; 4, 900 
Robbery ; bi 9, 131 
ME obsess: 28, 953 
Burglary : ; 23, 198 
Larceny (except auto theft) 44, 000 
Mute thee 6s Lc. c 10, 436 
Embezzlement and fraud 11, 555 
Stolen property (receiving, etc.) - 2, 329 
Arson 741 

5, 299 

4, 594 
Narcotic drug laws- --------- aa 2, 218 
Weapons (carrying, ete.) ------- Ae ad 4, 582 
Driving while intoxicated __-- -- 25, 466 


Total ae Soa 177, 402 





Charges of murder, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny, or auto 
theft were placed against 120,618 (25 percent) of the persons arrested 
during the first 9 months of the year. 

Sex. 


Arrests of males exceeded the number of females arrested in all 
crime classifications except prostitution and commercialized vice. 
Nevertheless, 9.2 percent of the records examined during the first 9 
months of 1941 represented women. This is an increase over the 
same period in 1940 when 8.4 percent of the persons taken into cus- 
tody were women. 

Fingerprints of arrested women numbered 44,347 for the first three 
quarters of 1941 representing an increase of 5,801 over the 38,546 
received during the same period of 1940. This 15 percent increase 
may be due in part to an increased tendency on the part of local agen- 
cies to forward fingerprints of arrested women to the F B I; however 
marked deviations from this percentage increase are seen for some in- 
dividual offense classifications. For example, arrests of women for 
auto theft increased 24.3 percent; for driving while intoxicated, 28.3 
percent; and for disorderly conduct, 31.3 percent. On the other 
hand, female arrests for gambling decreased 3.9 percent; for embezzle- 
ment and fraud, 11.6 percent; and for narcotic violations, 35.4 percent, 
as compared with arrests of women during January—September 1940. 

With respect to the significance of the increase in the number of 
women arrested as pointed out in the preceding paragraph, a compara- 
tive study of male and female arrest data indicates that in most of 
the crime classes the increase shown in arrests of women is either con- 
trary to the trend shown in the arrest figures for men, or the increase 
in the number of men arrested is less pronounced than in the case of 
women. For example, while the male arrests decreased 9 percent for 
robbery, arrests for women increased 6.5 percent for this offense. 
Similarly, men charged with burglary decreased 14.6 percent while 
women so charged increased 9.6 percent. The increase in the number 
of men arrested for murder and auto theft in each instance was 3.1 
percent, whereas female arrests for these crimes increased 8.2 percent 
and 24.3 percent, respectively. For most offense classes the trends in 
arrests for men and women contrasted noticeably as indicated here- 
tofore. The main exception to this is seen in arrest figures for drunk- 
enness where the arrests for men increased 29.8 percent and for women, 
30 percent. 
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TaBLe 70.— Distribution of arrests by sex Jan. 1—Sept. 30, 1941 





N b > 
Offense charged umber Percent 


| Male Female | Total Male | Female 
Criminal homicide iaint inne ene sede % . ae 565 
Robbery ere 9, Le | 475 
Assault 28,953 | 26, , 841 
Burglary —breaking or entering pve 23, 19 22, 68: 516 
Larceny—theft__. > 39, ¢ } , 068 
Auto theft___._.- Bee | j . 184 
Embezzlement and fraud , 55E L 715 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc _.| 2,328 2, 201 
Arson f 66 
Forgery and counterfeiting 5, 294 a 363 
Rape “ 

Prostitution and commercialized vice , 19% c 5, 330 
Other sex offenses 3 , 0 , 287 
Narcotic drug laws___.._- 2,2 , 322 896 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc . 582 ya 222 
Offenses against family and children | 6,9 B, 78 200 
Liquor laws 7 , 89 , 47! , 422 
Driving while intoxicated : saa 25, | 24, 7 735 
Road and driving laws oo mails 5, 32 5, 4 112 
Parking violations ‘ ‘ : 3: 3 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws___-____-- 32 24 193 
Disorderly conduct 27, 186 , 53 3, 664 | 
Drunkenness Saale 7 221 , 013 | 
Vagrancy Oe ees ‘ eae 38, 123 | 33, 448 , 678 
Gambling ; 341 9, 746 595 
Suspicion 5 ; 3,835 | 38, 64! 5, 190 
Not stated ‘ Sahaltiaveiged 3, 275 2, 932 343 
All other offenses piece ‘ 29 i 
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Total 701 |435, 354 


| Less than Mo of 1 percent. 





Age. 


The fingerprint records examined during the first 9 months of 1941 
reflect that age 19 predominated in the frequency of arrests, followed 
by ages 21 and 18, respectively. During the first three quarters of 
1940 arrests for age 18 were less frequent than for age 22. 

During 5 of the past 9 years age 19 has predominated in the fre- 
quency of arrests, 1932-34 and 1939-40, as well as the first 9 months of 
1941. Arrests for ages 21, 22, and 23 exceeded arrests for age 19 
during the years 1935-38. The groups for which the largest number 
of arrests occurred during the first 9 months of 1941 are as follows: 

Number of arrests 
19, 181 
18, 507 
18, 436 
17, 488 


arrests of youthful offenders under the age of 21, which is 17.3 percent 
of the total fingerprint records examined. An additional 66,827 (13.9 
percent) of the arrests were for persons within the ages of 21 and 24, or 
a total of 149,957 (31.3 percent) less than 25 years old. Arrests in the 
age group 25-29 numbered 73,818 (15.4 percent) resulting in a total of 
223,775 (46.6 percent) less than 30 vears of age. In examining arrest 
data based on fingerprint cards received at the F BI, it should be 
remembered that the number of arrest records is doubtless incomplete 
in the lower age groups because of the practice in some jurisdictions 
not to fingerprint youthful individuals. 
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Youths less than 21 years old commit a large proportion of the 
offenses against property. This is particularly true with reference to 
robbery, burglary, larceny, and auto theft, as shown in the following 
tabulation: 


TABLE 72.—Percentage distribution of arrests by age groups 


Allof- | Criminal 


a Auto 
fenses' homicide 


Age group 
sittin theft 


Robbery | Burglary | Larceny 


nder 21 17.3 12.3 32. 46.7 
21-29 29.3 34.9 42. 
26.0 27.8 18. ¢ 
16.8 15.2 
Sand over 10.5 9.5 
Unknown 1 3 


Total ; 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100 


1 Not limited to specific crimes listed in the table 


The extent to which youthful offenders committed crimes against 
property is further revealed by an examination of the age distribution 
of all persons arrested for such crimes. During the first 9 months of 
1941 there were 106,689 persons of all ages arrested for robbery, 
burglary, larceny, auto theft, embezzlement, and fraud, forgery and 
counterfeiting, receiving stolen property, and arson; and 36,649 (34.4 
percent) of those persons were less than 21 years old. The corre- 
sponding percentage for the first 9 months of 1940 was 32.3. 

A further indication of the predominance of youth in the commis- 
sion of crimes against property is indicated by the following figures. 
During the first 9 months of this year, 31.3 percent of all persons 
arrested were less than 25 years of age. However, persons less than 
25 years old numbered 55.6 percent of those charged with robbery, 
63.1 percent of those charged with burglary, 49.2 percent of those 
charged with larceny, and 74.8 percent of those charged with auto 
theft. More than one-half of all crimes against property during the 
first 9 months of 1941 were committed by persons under 25 years of 


age. 
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TABLE 73.—-Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
Jan. 1—Sept. 30, 1941 


Total Number | Total | Percentage Total per- 
number of | under 21 num ber under 21 centage 
persons years of under 25 years of under 25 

arrested age years of age | years of age| years of age 


Criminal homicide 4 601 1, 398 12.3 Rs 
Robbery tight d 2, 954 5, 073 32.4 55.6 
Assault - 8, g 3, 403 7, 860 11.8 27.1 
Burglary —breaking or entering ; g 10, 836 14, 642 46. 
Larceny—theft ‘ 14, 628 21, 659 33. 
Auto theft , 4 5, 925 7, 804 
Embezzlement and fraud of 907 2, 359 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete » a 457 | 798 
Arson : 115 | 221 | 
Forgery and counterfeiting q 827 743 
Rape 5g 1, 270 | 242 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 7, 1S 562 | 433 | 
Other sex offenses 8, 3: 1, 254 | 
Narcotic drug laws . 238 | 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete ef 831 | 
Offenses against family and children . 9 338 
Liquor laws 7, 897 605 
Driving while intoxicated 6 1,024 
Road and driving laws i yd 991 
Parking violations_._-_--- = daidle ial d 1 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws aed ‘ 1, 782 
Disorderly conduct... oe 3, 994 
Drunkenness ‘ ‘ , 4, 278 
Vagrancy-__----- ‘ 6, 822 
Gambling ‘ 636 
Suspicion ‘ . 10, 233 | 
Not stated vnawaa 458 | 
All other offenses : 27, 279 7, 160 
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Total ee ess 479, 701 | 83, 130 





Criminal Repeaters. 


The current figures again disclosed the serious problem of the 
criminal repeater. During the first 9 months of 1941 there were 45 
persons arrested for criminal homicide whose records showed prior 
convictions of murder or manslaughter. Similarly, the figures listed 
hereafter indicate instances of persons charged with crimes during the 
first 9 months of 1941 whose criminal histories contained prior con- 
victions of the same type of offense: 

Robbery 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Auto theft___- 

Embezzlement and fraud __- 

Forgery and counterfeiting 

Rave....=<. 

Narcotie drug laws_-_-_-_-__- 

Driving while intoxicated ___ ; 1, 296 


The compilation generally reflects a tendency on the part of recidi- 
vists to repeat the same type of offense. This is particularly true with 
reference to crimes against property. 

Over half of the 479,701 arrest records examined during the first 
9 months of 1941 were those of persons already represented by finger 
print cards on file in the Identification Division of the F BI. Previ- 
ous criminal activities of persons arrested during the first 9 months of 
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1941 were also indicated on 3,716 current records although their 
fingerprints had not been on file prior to 1941. This makes a total of 
244,843 individuals arrested during the current period concerning 
whom there was information on file dealing with prior criminal activi- 
ties, and the records reflect that 165,086 of them had previously been 
convicted of one or more crimes. The records of this group of 165,086 
persons indicated a total of 511,187 prior convictions. 


TABLE 74.—Number of cases in which fingerprint records show 1 or more prior con- 


victions, and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, Jan. 1—Sept. 30, 


1941 


Offense charged 





Criminal homicide. -._. 


Burglary—breaking or entering 
Larceny—theft : 

Auto theft 

Embezzlement and fraud - - - 

Stolen property; buying, receivine, ete 
Arson 

Forgery and counterfeiting 

Rape ; 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 
Other sex offenses - 

Narcotic drug laws 

Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete 
Offenses against family and children 
Liquor laws_-.. - 

Driving while intoxicated - 

Road and driving laws_- 

Parking violations_ - 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws. 
Disorderly conduct - : 
Drunkenness 

Vagrancy 

Gambling 

Suspicion 

Not stated 

All other offenses 


Total 


Number of 
records 
showing 1 or 
more prior 
convictions 


1, 032 
3, 578 
8, 519 
7, 843 
13, 916 
3, O44 
3, 694 

587 

140 
2,115 
1, 130 
2, 493 


Number of 
prior con- 
victions 
of major 


Number of 
prior con- 
victions 
of minor 
offenses 


1,032 


4, 165 | 


10, 025 
8, 527 
20, 636 
2, 912 
3, 882 
765 
167 

1, 639 
1, 064 


14, 299 | 





Race. 


323, 124 


‘Total num- 
ber of 
prior con- 
victions 
disclosed 


2,314 
10, 099 
20, 563 
22, 791 
46, 923 

7, 380 
10, 174 

1, 667 

332 

5, 459 

2, 517 

6, 363 

4, 796 

3, 718 

3, 354 

3, 105 

6, 592 
12, 800 

2,053 

16 

4, 665 

26, 426 
173, 022 
61, 267 

4, 666 
39, 971 

2, 779 
25, 364 


511, 187 


A majority of the persons whose fingerprint records were examined 


were members of the white and Negro races. 


With the exception of 


Mexicans, who numbered 18,409, members of the white race were 
represented by 342,544 of the 479,701 arrest records received, while 
113,384 were Negroes; 2,807, Indians; 595, Chinese; 431, Japanese; 
and 1,531 were of other races. 

In an examination of the data representing whites and Negroes 
arrested it is desirable to express the figures in terms of the number 
of each in the general population for the reason that whites greatly 
outnumber Negroes. According to the 1930 decennial census, there 
were, exclusive of those under 15 years of age, 8,041,014 Negroes, 
13,069,192 foreign-born whites, and 64,365,193 native whites in the 
United States. (Similar figures based on the 1940 decennial census 
are not yet available.) 
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Of each 100,000 Negroes in the general population of the United 
States, 1,410 were arrested and fingerprinted during the first 9 months 
of 1941. The corresponding figure for native whites was 485 and for 
foreign-born whites, 159. The relationship between the three figures 
will vary considerably for individual types of violations. 

The preceding figures for native whites include the immediate 
descendants of foreign-born individuals as information is not available 
on fingerprint records showing the parentage of native whites. 
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OFFENSE CLASSIFICATIONS 


In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in part I and 
part II offenses, there follows a brief definition of each classification: 


Part I Offenses. 


1. Criminal homicide—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter includes all 
wilful felonious homicides as distinguished from deaths caused by negligence. 
Does not include attempts to kill, assaults to kill, suicides, accidental deaths, or 
justifiable homicides. Justifiable homicides excluded from this classification are 
limited to the following types of cases: (1) The killing of a felon by a peace officer 
in line of duty; (2) the killing of a hold-up man by a private citizen. (b) Man- 
slaughter by negligence includes any death which the police investigation estab- 
lishes was primarily attributable to gross negligence on the part of some individual 
other than the victim. 

2. Rape.—lIncludes forcible rape, statutory rape (no force used——victim under 
age of consent), assault to rape, and attempted rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
foree or violence or by putting in fear, such as strong-arm robbery, stick-ups, 
robbery armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by the use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, ete. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—Includes burglary, housebreaking, safe- 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or a theft, even though no force 
was used to gain entrance. Includes attempted burglary. Burglary followed by 
larceny is included in this classification and not counted again as larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft).—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value; 
(b) under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the property stolen, thefts of bicycles, automobile accessories, 
shoplifting, pocket-picking, or any stealing of property or article of value which 
is not taken by force and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, 
“eon’’ games, forgery, worthless checks, ete. 

7. Auto theft—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called joy-riding thefts. Does not include 
taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unauthorized use 
by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


Part II Offenses. 


8. Other assaults.—Includes all assaults and attempted assaults which are not 
of an aggravated nature and which do not belong in class 4. 

9. Forgery and counterfeiting.—Includes offenses dealing with the making, 
altering, uttering, or possessing, with intent to defraud, anything false which is 
made to appear true. Includes attempts. 

10. Embezzlement and fraud.—Includes all offenses of fraudulent conversion, 
embezzlement, and obtaining money or property by false pretenses. 

11. Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing.—Includes buying, receiving, 
and possessing stolen property as well as attempts to commit any of those offenses. 


(163) 
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12. Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc.—Includes all violations of regulations 
or statutes controlling the carrying, using, possessing, furnishing, and manufactur. 
ing of deadly weapons or silencers and all attempts to violate such statutes or 
regulations. 

13. Prostitution and commercialized vice.—Includes sex offenses of a commercial- 
ized nature, or attempts to commit the same, such as prostitution, keeping bawdy 
house, procuring, transporting, or detaining women for immoral purposes. 

14. Sex offenses (except rape and prostitution and commercialized vice).—In- 
cludes offenses against chastity, common decency, morals, and the like. Ineludes 
ettempts. 

15. Offenses against the family and children.—Includes offenses of nonsupport, 
neglect, desertion, or abuse of family and children. 

16. Narcotic drug laws.—Includes offenses relating to narcotic drugs, such ag 
unlawful possession, sale, or use. Exclude Federal offenses. 

17. Liquor laws.— With the exception of ‘‘Drunkenness”’ (class 18) and “Driving 
while intoxicated” (class 22), liquor law violations, State or local, are placed in 
this class. Exclude Federal violations. 

18. Drunkenness.—Includes all offenses of drunkenness or intoxication. 

19. Disorderly conduct._-Ineludes all charges of committing a breach of the 
peace. 

20. Vagrancy.—Inecludes such offenses as vagabondage, begging, loitering, ete. 

21. Gambling.—Includes offenses of promoting, permitting, or engaging in 
gambling. 

22. Driving while intoxicated.—Includes driving or operating any motor vehicle 
while drunk or under the influence of liquor or narcotics. 

23. Violation of road and driving laws.—Includes violations of regulations with 
respect to the proper handling of a motor vehicle to prevent accidents. 

24. Parking violations.—Includes violations of parking ordinances. 

25. Other violations of traffic and motor vehicle laws.—Includes violations of 
State laws and municipal ordinances with regard to traffic and motor vehicles 
not otherwise provided for in classes 22-24. 

26. All other offenses.—Includes all violations of State or local laws for which 
no provision has been made above in classes 1-25. 


27. Suspicion.—This classification includes all persons arrested as suspicious 
characters, but not in connection with any specific offense, who are released with- 
out formal charges being placed against them. 
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